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The WYMT-TV Story

     WYMT-TV signed on the air on October 19, 1985.  
The idea of a regional television station serving South Eastern Kentucky was an ambitious one, but to one man, an established Lexington broadcaster and general manager of WKYT in Lexington, Ralph Gabbard, the idea was valid and could become reality.    

     Communication within the eastern Kentucky region was known to be difficult and unyielding due to the mountainous terrain and the lengthy travel time between townships and communities.  But Gabbard strongly believed a television station built within the area, to serve the area with local news, weather, sports and quality programming, would connect the region like nothing before.  
     Gabbard convinced the board of directors of his company to invest in his dream and build a station in the Queen City of the Mountains, Hazard, Kentucky, and a centrally located point within the proposed service area.       

     Gabbard went about purchasing the broadcast license of an existing NBC satellite station, WKYH-TV of Hazard, which served a limited number of households in the region.  Owner of WKYH was William D. (Bill) Gorman, Hazard Mayor.  

     Permits were obtained from the F.C.C., and construction began.    

     Ralph Gabbard selected the call letters for his new television station.  

“W-Y-M-T”, he said, “would stand for We’re Your Mountain Television.”  He 
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The WYMT-TV Story (cont)

knew these call letters would immediately be remembered and embraced by the viewers, as they signified ownership and unity.  The letters would serve as a constant reminder to viewers and station employees alike of WYMT’s commitment to serve the region. 

     Not only did Gabbard’s dream become a financially successful reality, the station boasted Nielsen ratings so high, they were thought to be typographical errors.   WYMT in fact, has even outperformed stations in Lexington’s metro market in their own Lexington Nielsen book.

     Mountain News became as familiar to viewers as family, friends, or neighbors and, most importantly, this was the first time eastern Kentucky had experienced such media power as a unified region.          

     The loyalty of mountain viewers has made it possible for WYMT to continue to serve its special niche of 22+ counties and 440+ communities throughout Kentucky, Tennessee, West Virginia and Virginia.  The station’s reach now exceeds its physical walls through its web news outlet, www.wymtnews.com,  

    Ralph Gabbard’s legacy lives on in WYMT.  As he envisioned, WYMT would be credited with breaking down the barriers of communication within the mountain region, empowering the small townships and communities here, and giving the region a voice heard far beyond its borders.   

WYMT is a CBS affiliate owned by Gray Television, Inc.  
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WYMT Demographics
The primary coverage area of WYMT includes 22+ counties within the Appalachian Mountain region of Kentucky.  Market demographics (below) show the area has great potential for retail sales and marketing, illustrating opportunity for growth and economic success for business and industry.  
MARKET DEMOGRAPHICS
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MORE ABOUT WYMT
WYMT - We’re Your Mountain Television.  Built in 1985, the station filled a large communications gap within the region.   WYMT was one of the smallest computerized television stations in the world, and it remains on the cutting edge today.  The station was one of the first to adapt to digital technology and end analog transmissions.   

Microwave links provide video connections to the station’s Big Sandy bureau, the Cumberland Valley Bureau, and the Somerset Bureau, while also allowing quick video and news exchanges between WYMT and sister station WKYT in Lexington, including the Frankfort Bureau at the state capitol.  These links along with a state-of-the-art satellite truck insure rural Kentuckians are kept up to date with the latest news, weather, sports and information important to them on a local, regional and state-wide level.  

Spacious news and production studios enable WYMT to broadcast top-notch live news, produce quality local programming and in-studio commercials.

A huge 1,029-foot tower atop Buffalo Mountain in Perry County distributes the digital broadcast signal well beyond a 70-mile radius.  Roughly 69 cable systems retransmit WYMT’s signal to over 440 communities.

And WYMT’s professional staff works diligently each day to keep the viewers in touch with what’s happening via its 24/7 website, www.wymtnews.com.
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Why WYMT?

Since 1985, WYMT-TV has been welcomed into the living rooms of over 216,670 households from 22+ counties, on over 69 cable systems in roughly 440 different communities and townships in South Eastern Kentucky and surrounding states.
This represents the largest coverage of any medium in the region.  
Channel 57 is a giant step toward a regional economy for South Eastern Kentucky, as the station connects viewers to businesses and their products via one powerful local media outlet.  
Television viewership is at its highest levels, and growing.  
Television advertising is the most cost-effective conduit for delivering product messages.  
Television, coupled with WYMT’s familial connection to the people of South Eastern Kentucky and the station’s affiliation with the powerhouse CBS network, delivers the strongest marketing tool available to this region.  

WYMT IS MOUNTAIN TELEVISION. 
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PROGRAMMING
AMERICA’S NETWORK, CBS
With shows like Survivor, CSI, CSI Miami, Without a Trace, Amazing Race, NCIS, Ghost Whisperer, Numbers, The Mentalist, The Big Bang Theory…..CBS scores big with their primetime lineup.  The new CBS is maintaining the mature audience while also reaching out to younger viewers with hot new programming.

     DAYTIME:  CBS has ruled daytime soap operas for years in fact for over 300 consecutive
     weeks CBS has been the daytime leader.

     NEWS:  From CBS EVENING NEWS with Katie Couric to 60 Minutes, CBS is a leader in
     news and news programming.  The CBS Evening News, Morning News, 60 Minutes, and 48
     Hours are all top shows.

     LATE NIGHT:  David Letterman and Craig Ferguson lead the way in late night with the big
     three networks.

LOCAL PROGRAMMING:

America’s favorite syndicated dramas, talk shows, situation comedies, plus movies and exciting specials round out WYMT’s broadcast schedule.  Early fringe, prime access, late night, and weekends all feature the best in first run syndication and excellent family favorites.  State and regional specials, local highlights, local sports and special interest productions add the personal touches that make WYMT “YOUR MOUNTAIN TELEVISION”. 

The WYMT and CBS team provide maximum entertainment.
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WYMT Mountain News 
Economic Reports   ∙   Community Actions   ∙   Local Politics
Crime   ∙   Accidents   ∙   Latest Weather   ∙   School Closings
Local Sports   ∙   UK Sports   ∙   Environmental Issues

WYMT delivers the most comprehensive regional news coverage ever!  Mountain News journalists cover all 22+ counties with accurate, responsive reporting of current news events important to the region, and reporters are consistently honored by the Kentucky Broadcasting Association and Associated Press, for their delivery of hard news, distinctive feature stories, public service information and touching human-interest slices of life.

BIG SANDY NEWS BUREAU
To insure maximum news coverage, WYMT has a Big Sandy Bureau that brings live reports from our most Eastern portion of the state, every day. This important coal-producing region, receives no other Kentucky television station, therefore it relies heavily on WYMT for its link with the rest of Kentucky. This bureau is located in Harold (Floyd County) near Pikeville. 

CUMBERLAND VALLEY AND SOMERSET NEWS BUREAUS
With two news bureau located in Middlesboro (Bell County), and Somerset (Pulaski County), WYMT is able to cover the news of the Southern most part of our region more effectively.  Both Bureaus provide LIVE capability for daily reports from this growing, progressive area on a major transportation corridor. Many of these communities and counties have no other source of Kentucky television news.
KENTUCKY RIVER COVERAGE

WYMT’s main news studio/bureau is located in Hazard (Perry County), where the progressive Kentucky River area is central to our entire coverage area.  From Hazard we connect to the Big Sandy, Cumberland Valley, and Somerset Bureaus, as well as our Lexington sister station and Frankfort Bureau to provide total Kentucky news coverage.  We are the only news-reporting source in the region with these resources. 

The combination of these six bureau resources and a state-of-the-art satellite truck solidifies WYMT as the region’s primary news gatherer and news source.
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WYMT SPORTS
Big Blue Country!  WYMT-TV delivers U.K. football and basketball coverage and game action to South Eastern Kentucky, where a high concentration of Wildcats sports fans, both male and female, reside.  Fans seem to live and die with each win/loss.  They LOVE their CATS!  
SEC Football: The most exciting and competitive football conference in the nation is live every Saturday.

SEC Basketball: SEC Basketball and the SEC tournament mean huge viewership in March. With regular season games on Wednesdays and Saturdays, sometimes doubleheaders, the sports fans are glued to their TV sets.      

NFL Football: Professional Football is on CBS. Two of the closest regional teams are AFC teams. The regular season and the playoff games will complement the sports programming as well as please and delight the sports fans. 

CBS Sports: CBS College, football and basketball including NCAA March Madness, the Masters and the PGA golf tournaments highlights a stellar line up of sporting events. 

High School Football: The Community Trust-WYMT Pike County Bowl is the #1 regional bowl game with Pike County teams facing off with the best teams in the state.  

High School Basketball:  Since 1988, the WYMT/Whayne Supply Mountain Classic has been the highlight of boys’ basketball as 8 area teams battle for the championship and thousands of academic scholarships are awarded.  Over $1,000,000 has been raised for scholarships and schools.     
Charity Golf Classic:   WYMT has raised tens of thousands of dollars for charity and academic scholarships with this Golf Classic.  Area businesses throughout the region participate in this day of golf and fun. 
WYMT has extensive local sports coverage too, with Sports Overtime leading the way on Friday night and Saturday mornings.  
If it happens in the region, WYMT Sports reaches out to cover it! 
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WYMT – THE SOLUTION TO AN UNDER-SERVED REGION
WYMT has solved a major marketing problem facing advertisers for years ... how to reach the demographics of a 22+ county area without buying 12 stations in four different DMA markets.

Intentionally, WYMT was carved out of a specific coverage area that was previously sort of a no man’s land.  The mountain region of South Eastern Kentucky is distantly positioned on the outer edges of the Bristol-Johnson City-Kingsport, Huntington-Charleston, Knoxville and Lexington markets.  News coverage from the area was slim, and advertising and marketing decisions were difficult, with ineffective results.    
There is no more effective way an advertiser can target their potential customers than WYMT-TV... the only TV station located here and built specifically in 1985 to address the communication needs of an under-served region. 

WYMT DELIVERS EFFECTIVE ADVERTISING HERE AT HOME.  WYMT HELPS LOCAL BUSINESSES SUCCEED.      
Website link: 
http://www.wkyt.com/wymtnews
Email links:    
sales@wymtnews.com
newsrelease@wymtnews.com
calendar@wymtnews.com
WYMT-TV

P.O. Box 1299

Hazard, KY  41702

Phone:  606-436-5757
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